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From your President

Hi to all of you. It’s been really cold here in Minnesota as ~ §
well as in other places. I cancelled several activities, so I did- |
n’t have to drive anywhere for a few days.

I’ve been scheduling speakers for the stevne, entertainment
and planning the tour, along with getting bios for them all. I
believe we will have interesting and informative speakers.
For our tour, we will go to the Goodhue County History
Center, Memorial Park, The American Ski Museum, and the
Pottery Museum. Janet is asking a friend of hers to curate for
us on the bus.

I have been doing genealogy for several people. A cousin
asked me to see if the Brandvolds in this area of Goodhue
County were related to someone in North Dakota that their
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grandson had met. I had most of the Brandvolds here in
Goodhue County already in my Family Tree Maker Program, so I only had to look up
the North Dakota family in Ancestry.com. The Goodhue County Brandvolds came
from Alvdal, Hedmark, Norway. The North Dakota Brandvolds came from Hemsedal,
Buskerud, Norway. So, I don’t believe they were related.

When I went to Joel’s Greenhouse near Pine Island to buy some mums last fall, I talked
to Joel Flemke, the owner. He asked me if he was related to the owners that his parents
had bought the property from, the William Rigger estate. Their common ancestor was
Johan ‘John’ Augustin born in 1840 in Apensen, Landkrei Stad, Lower Saxony, Germa-
ny. Joel’s grandmother was a cousin to the Wiliam A. Riggers, the former owner.

You can find a lot in Ancestry.com. I am on the family plan for ancestry, which includes
world ancestry and newspapers. I have found many obituaries in the newspapers that |
would normally not find.

I have also been making tied quilts for our church quilting group. We give them away
to the Red Wing Women’s shelter and Ruth’s House in Faribault (a womens’ shelter
also). We also give some to the Marie Sandvik mission in Minneapolis.

Stay warm. We will see you all in June in Red Wing for our stevne.
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First Covenant Church
2302 Twin Bluff Rd
Red Wing, MN
June 10, 11, 12, 2026

Stevne Schedule

All the speakers will be in the sanctuary.
The schedule is subject to change.

Wednesday, June 10

8:00am—11:30am: Registration
9:00am—9:00pm: Genealogy w/Wi-Fi
9:30am—10:30am:

Todd Walsh

Red Wing Lutheran Ladies’ Seminary
10:30am—11:00am: Coffee Break
11:00am—12:00pm:

Liz Schmidt

A.P.Anderson and Jean Chesley
12:00pm—1:00pm: Lunch in Church Dining Room
12:45pm—>5:30pm: Bus Tour of Red Wing

e 12:45pm: Bus arrives

e 1:00pm: Bus leaves

e Bus returns in time for dinner
5:30pm—=6:30pm: Dinner in the Church Dining
Room
7:00pm: Musical Entertainment
8:00pm: Rogaland Annual Meeting & Lag Photo

Thursday, June 11

8:00 am—noon: Registration
9:00am—4:00pm: Genealogy w/Wi-Fi
9:00 am—3:00pm: Silent Auction

9:00 am—10:00am:

Audrey Rosener

Vasa Children’s Home
10:00am—10:15am: Coffee Break
10:15am—11:45am: Opening Ceremonies

e Memorial Service

o Sing-a-Long

o Kari Lie Dorer

Muus vs Muus

12:00pm—1:00pm: Lunch in the Church Dining
Room
1:30pm—2:30pm:

David Christ

World War II in Voss as Related by People

Who Were There
2:30pm—3:00pm: Coffee Break
3:00pm—3:45pm: Workshop

o Family Plan for Ancestry
5:10pm: Lag Photos in Sanctuary
6:00pm: Bunad Show & Sweater
6:20pm: Stevne Banquet in the Church Dining
Room
7:30pm:

Melissa Schulz—Pianist & Singer

Friday, June 12

9:00 am—11:15: Individial Lag Meetings
(Rogalandslag met Thursday evening)

e 9:00 am—10:00 am
e Sognalag
e Sunnfjordlag
e More og Romsdalslag

10:00am—10:15am: Coffee Break

e 10:15am—11:15am
e Vosselag
o Hardangerlag
e Nordhordlandslag/Sunnhordlandslag

11:15am—12:15am: Vestlandslag Annual Meeting
12:15pm—1:15pm: Vestlandslag Officer’s Meeting
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Stevne Lag Group Photos

Wednesday:

8:00 pm—Rogalandslag (during annual meeting)

Thursday:

5:10 pm—Sognalag/Sognefjordlag

5:20 pm—Sunnhordland-Nordhordlandslag
5:30 pm—Sunnfjordlag

5:35 pm—Maore og Romsdalslag

5:40 pm—Vosselag

5:45 pm—Hardangerlag

While we schedule 5 or 10 minutes for each lag, it
usually takes less time to take the photo, so please
come earlier.

Red Wing, MN
2026 Stevne Location

Welcome to Red Wing, MN, the stevne location for
2026. Red Wing, located on the Mississippi river,
was settled in the early 1850s, becoming a city in
1857. It was built on the site of a Mdewakaton Da-
kota village. It was an important location because of

Hotel Accommodations
In Red Wing, MN,
for the Stevne

Super 8 by Wyndham Red Wing
232 Withers Harbor Drive, Red Wing, MN
Phone: 651-347-6954

Price per Night: $75

All Queen beds

20 Rooms held

Holiday Inn Express & Suites
1919 Old West Main St, Red Wing
651-327-2225

Price per Night: $150

10 Queen, 10 King,

Rooms held till May 20

Americinn by Wyndham Red Wing
1819 Old West Main St, Red Wing
651-385-9060

Price per Night: $105

20 Rooms Held till May 9

When reserving your room, mention Vestlandslag.

the access to the river, and later the railroad.

Red Wing has a rich history of Norwegian and other
Scandinavian immigrants who settled there. The city
was also settled by Germans, Scots, and Yankees.
One Norwegian connection was with the Lutheran
Ladies Seminary. We will learn more about this at
the stevne.
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Todd Walsh

The Red Wing Lutheran Ladies’
Seminary

Todd Walsh is author of “Castle on the Hill—the
Lutheran Ladies’ Seminary of Red Wing, Minneso-
ta.” He grew up in Red Wing and is a graduate of
Macalester College and Luther Northwestern Theo-
logical Seminary in St. Paul, Minnesota. He served
as a pastor in several Lutheran churches in Minneso-
ta, and also as a chaplain at a senior living commu-
nity. While serving congregations, he also became
an Emergency Medical Technician and volunteer
firefighter. He also gave 24 years to Southeastern
Minnesota Emergency Medical Services as a facili-
tator for critical incident stress debriefings. Four
trips to Latvia, Russia, and the Holy Land and trips
each to Germany and Tanzania supported congrega-
tion global mission. He also served as a board mem-
ber and president of an American foundation that
raised money for a Lutheran seminary in Russia.

Todd’s parents bought the former President’s House
of the Lutheran Ladies’ Seminary the year he gradu-
ated from high school. So began his interest in the
lost Lutheran academy. The Lutheran Ladies’ Semi-
nary story became a sometime hobby and at other
times an obsession. College produced a research
project and honors project. He has been privileged
through the years to meet former students and family
members and a host of librarians and archivists in
Minnesota and Iowa.

Goodhue County Historical Society with the finan-
cial support of Red Wing Shoe Company Founda-
tion and Suzanne Blue published “Castle on the
Hill” in 2023 and it is on sale at the museum and

through its web site. Todd and co-author Frederick
Johnson received a 2024 Award of Commendation
from the Concordia Historical Institute in St. Louis,
Missouri. The institute is the official department of
archives and history for the Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod.

Todd is now retired in Red Wing and still enjoys
looking into the LLS story and the other schools that
were part of Red Wing’s history. The two schools
share an interesting and complicated.. .typically Lu-
theran...relationship. Red Wing Seminary was
Hauge Synod, a Norwegian church body. The school
was also headquarters for Hauge Synod. Aspelund in
central Goodhue County is the mother church of the
Hauge followers in Goodhue County and Minnesota.

Lutheran Ladies’ Seminary was Norwegian Syn-
od...basically the state church of Norway transplant-
ed in America. The Hauge followers were consid-
ered heretics by Norwegian Synod. Their namesake
Hans Nielsen Hauge was imprisoned in Norway sev-
eral times. You can see the relationship between the
two schools in the geography of College Hill. Red
Wing Seminary opened in 1879 on the eastern end
of College Hill. Lutheran Ladies’ Seminary opened
in 1894 on the far western end of College Hill...as
far away from Red Wing Seminary, while still being
on the hill. It did not take long before students and
staff related. Norwegian Synod and Hauge Synod
merged into the Norwegian Lutheran Church of
America in 1917, along with the United Lutheran
Church of America (the body that formed in 1890 as
a result of the Predestination Controversy). If this
sounds like a soap opera, it is.

Many people in Red Wing mix up the schools,
which is understandable. There was a big online
fight on one of the Red Wing history Facebook pag-
es when my book came out a couple years ago.
Someone said they had lived in Red Wing all their
life and knew for a fact there was never a school at
the Lutheran Ladies’ Seminary site. One of the peo-
ple on the publishing team corrected the errant infor-
mation. Google Artificial Intelligence also is not
very intelligent. It has the whole story mixed up.
There is no point in trying to fix that one.

David Christ

World War Il in Voss
as Related by People
Who Were There

Although David Christ was born in Chicago at the

beginning of WW II, a few months later found him
(Continued on page 5)
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(Continued from page 4)

growing up in Winnebago County, lowa, that most
Norwegian of locales. It has been said that it has the
highest percentage of residents with Norwegian an-
cestry of any county in lowa. He believes this to be
true as when he was young he knew no fellow stu-
dents who were not of Norwegian descent. David
himself through both of his mother’s parents is a
member of the fifth generation of Norwegian immi-
grants.

Leaving this cradle of ethnic uniformity for higher
education, David landed in Iowa City on the south-
ern fringe of “Norwegianness” in lowa. He trained
in Statistics and Library Science. He also was active
in Amateur Radio and Bicycling, at one time being a
partner in a bike shop. Although living in a commu-
nity founded by Germans and Czechs, he found op-
portunities to maintain connections to his heritage
through Sons of Norway and the Bygdelag move-
ment, holding leadership positions in both organiza-
tions. David has been fortunate to have visited Nor-
way several times.

David knows people who celebrate their connections
to Norway by looking back having grandparents and
cousins who are still there. He looks the other way
with a child, grandchildren and now a new great
grandchild in Norway, all with Norwegian citizen-
ship. He inherited Norwegian genes from his Nor-
wegian immigrant ancestors. David is now complet-
ing the circle by sending them back through his de-
scendants in Norway.

Audrey Rosener
Vasa Children’s Home

Audrey Rosener is a lifelong resident of the Vasa/
Welch area. She graduated from Cannon Falls high
school in 1965. Throughout her married life she
worked outside of the home. Audrey has been a life-
long member of the Vasa Lutheran Church and has
served on the Vasa Museum board for 23 years. For
the last 17 years she has been the chairman of the
board. Vasa has a history going back to 1853. Many
things have had their beginnings here and Audrey is
always happy to share Vasa history.

Kari Lie Dorer

Muus vs Muus

Kari Lie Dorer is a Professor of Norwegian , the
Norwegian Department Chair, and the King Olav V
Chair in Scandinavian-American Studies at St. Olaf
College, Northfield, MN.

Kari Lie Dorer's deep interest in Norwegian lan-
guage and culture began in childhood. It brought her
to Sagavoll Folkehayskole and the University of Os-
lo, and culminated with a Ph.D. in Germanic Studies
from the University of Texas.

(Continued on page 6)
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(Continued from
page 5)

She is the co-
author of Sett
igang: An
Introductory
Norwegian
Curriculum,
a widely
used Norwe-
gian lan-
guage curric-
ulum, and
Muus vs.
Muus: The
Scandal that
Shook Nor-
wegian- : — :
America, a book that provides a unique look into the
early Norwegian immigrant community that founded
St. Olaf College.

She teaches a wide variety of courses in Norwegian
language, history, and film. Dorer has been actively
involved in Crossings 200, as the chair of the Cross-
ings and Connections: Norwegian Migration to
North America conference held in June of 2025 at
St. Olaf College.

Wednesday Tour

Goodhue County History Center - The Goodhue
County History Center is home to the Goodhue
County Historical Society (GCHS). GCHS serves as
the steward for county history by collecting, preserv-
ing, and promoting the natural and cultural history
of Goodhue County through education and outreach.

Minnesota’s oldest county’s historical society, the
Goodhue County Historical Society, was chartered
in 1869. After residing for 37 years in the basement
of the County Courthouse, the Society moved into
the Baptist Old People’s Home building on College
Hill in Red Wing in September of 1969. Between
1989 and 1992, the building was remodeled to in-
crease storage and exhibit space.

Memorial Park Memorial Park's view of the com-
munity, Mississippi River, and bluffs of both Minne-
sota and Wisconsin should not be missed. Around
1910, Red Wing civic leaders of the Women’s Com-
munity Association and Soldiers Memorial Associa-
tion combined forces and started work on Memorial
Park, a scenic Sorin’s Bluff retreat dedicated to sol-
diers of all wars.

The base of the flagpole acknowledges all branches
of service.

In 2011, the Red Wing Area Fund (RWAF) put to-
gether a plan to restore Memorial Park on Sorin’s
Bluff after years of deterioration. For the restoration
of the Memorial Park quarries, RWAF partnered
with the City of Red Wing. In addition to other im-
provements, such as new fire rings, picnic tables,
and grills, 22 informational kiosk panels were in-
stalled throughout the park. Each informational ki-
osk panel provides an insight into the history and
features of Memorial Park or the Red Wing commu-
nity.

Ski Museum

Ski jumping was first introduced to America from
Norway in 1883 by Torjus and Mikkel Hem-
mestvedt. During the early 1900’s there was a group
of Norwegian ski jumpers from Red Wing. They
were all among the first of their generation to be
born in America. The best ski jumpers from the Au-
rora Ski Club came to be known as the “All Ameri-
cans” from Red Wing.

The Ski Museum’s mission is to preserve the history
and heritage of the sport of ski jumping in North
America, from 1887 to the present. The American
Ski Jumping museum is located on the mezzanine
level of the St James Hotel. A volunteer is coming to
tell us about the museum and ski club.

Pottery Museum - guided tour - More than 6,000
vintage pieces of artisan-crafted stoneware, art pot-
tery, dinnerware and folk art bring the story of his-
toric Red Wing to life in dozens of exhibits covering
13,000 square feet.

Melissa Schulz

Banquet Entertainment

Melissa Schulz is originally from Dubuque, IA and
currently residing in Waseca, MN. Melissa Schulz is
a classically trained pianist and singer and now she
is an in-demand performer across southern Minneso-
ta and northern Iowa. Melissa is a 2007 Luther Col-
lege graduate with a bachelor’s degree in music per-
formance and education. After doing some teaching
and other jobs for many years, she began transition-
ing to a near full-time career in music in 2019 when
performances at senior care communities eventually
led to bookings at wineries, breweries, and other
sites.

In 2025, Melissa performed 333 shows at venues
that included everything from senior care communi-
ties, breweries, wineries, and restaurants to fairs,
festivals, and a variety of private and specialty
events. The versatility of the events she performs at

(Continued on page 7)




Vestlandet

Vol. 182 - Winter 2026

is matched only by
the impressive va-
riety of her setlists.
With keyboard,
vocals, and drum
tracks, Melissa co-
vers a large library
of pop, rock, and
country hits that
can span almost an
entire century of
music, and also
has small collec-
tions of other spe-
cialty music such
as American Folk,
Patriotic, and
Christmas/Holiday
music, among oth-
er genres. Melissa’s performances are elevated by
her charisma: with an astute ability to read an audi-
ence, she’s just as good at working a crowd as she is
entertaining it.

Bunad & Sweater Parade

As in previous years, we will have a bunad and
sweater parade. So be sure to bring your bunads and/
or sweaters.

Silent Auction

We will also have the annual auction. The proceeds
will again go to the scholarship fund. So far we have
had two recipients, Grace Eddy who spent a year at
the folkehogskule in Norway and Lars Peterson who
went to Skogfjorden for a two week camp. See the
fall 2025 issue for Lars’s experience at Skogfjorden.
Also, if you have a young person interested in their
Norwegian heritage, check out the scholarship infor-
mation in this issue.

Vestlandslag
Executive Board Meeting
via Zoom
October 27, 2025

Present: Ann Romo, Lucy Ghastin, Janet Brandt,
Denny Kalvig, Tamra Foster, Peter Lee, Brit Eddy,
Don Teigen, Betty Hagen, Judy Ghastin, David
Christ, Martha Blomberg..

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m.

Secretary’s Report: Approved as submitted. Mo-
tion: Lucy Ghastin/Tamra Foster.

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Denny has received
funds from 2 lags so far, per the change in the by-
laws where lag monies will be held by the
Vestlandslag treasurer. Denny made a motion that
going forward Vestlandslag will pay Fellesraad dues
for the individual lags out of the Vestlandslag treas-
ury. Motion: Denny Kalvig/Don Teigen.

Membership Report: Judy will be assisting Peter
with membership duties. The Bygdelagenes
Fellesraad website needs updating and corrections.
Peter encouraged board members and lag presidents
to look at the website and offer suggestions to the
BF webmaster. Peter reported that the new website
is live as Vestlandslag.org and there is an email ad-
dress: info@vestlandslag.org.

Norwegian American Historical Association
(NAHA): Bygdelagenes Fellesraad will match any
donations given to NAHA by lags for their centenni-
al matching funds campaign as they celebrate their
100™ year in 2025. The board approved donating
$500. Motion: Martha Blomberg/Janet Brandt.

Stevne 2026: Plans are in the works for speakers,
entertainment, food and a bus tour of Red Wing.
There will be one or two museums on the tour as
well as sites pertinent to subjects related to some of
the speakers. Rooms are being held at three hotels.
Costs for the venue and required services prompted
a suggestion to increase the registration cost as well
as membership. The board approved a dues increase
which will be printed in the fall newsletter. Motion:
Martha Blomberg/David Christ.

An increase in stevne registration was also approved
as follows: Early bird registration by May 15 - $35,
after May 15 - $40. Motion: Don Teigen/Martha
Blomberg.

Other stevne arrangements discussed included ade-
quate space and outlets for genealogy, memorial ser-
vice, silent auction and hospitality.

New Banner: Tamra shared her screen to show her
newest version of the banner.

Future Stevne Locations: Eau Claire is one possi-
bility for next year (2027).

Next Board Meeting: Spring 2026.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Janet Brandt,
Vestlandslag Secretary
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In Memory

i Gladys E. Svobodny
(1928-2025), age 97, of
Willmar, MN, passed
away Thursday, October
30, at Bethesda Grand in
Willmar.

A funeral mass was held
November 7 at the
Church of St. Mary in
Willmar. Interment was
in the church cemetery.

Gladys was born on July
29, 1928, to Carl and Anna (Flatebo) Alvig in Dovre
Townshlp, Kandiyohi County, Minnesota. She was
baptized at Eagle Lake Lutheran Church in rural
Willmar and confirmed at Calvary Lutheran Church
in Willmar.

Gladys attended rural grade school at District #62,
Dovre Township through the eighth grade, then at-
tended Willmar High School, graduating in 1946.
After high school, Gladys did secretarial work for an
accounting firm and worked for a time at Northwest-
ern Bell.

It was during this time that Gladys met the love of
her life, Clyde Svobodny. They courted after meet-
ing at the local roller rink and were joyfully united
in marriage on June 12, 1948, at St. Mary’s Catholic
Church in Willmar. They were married for 76 years,
until Clyde’s passing in 2024.

Gladys and Clyde resided in Danube until 1950,
when they moved to Willmar. Gladys continued to
work after she was married, then also finding oppor-
tunities to contribute to her community. As a mem-
ber of St. Mary’s, Gladys helped serve funeral
lunches, attended Bible study groups, and served as
wedding coordinator and eucharistic minister to the
homebound. Gladys’ Norwegian heritage was very
important to her, leading to her active membership
in the Norwegian organizations Vestlandslag and
Hardangerlag. She cherished her trip to Norway to
visit her mother’s ancestral home.

Their four children and eventually, grandchildren,
were the center of Gladys” world. Gladys’ fierce
love for her family led her to cherish the times

around her table with
them. Known for her de-
licious cooking, she
would prepare for days
before family gatherings,
making sure she had
everyone’s favorite
treats and dishes.

Loved ones will remem-
ber and miss Gladys’
spunk and quick wit,
practicality and kind-
ness, and lived examples
of falth Though she tended to fret about everyone’s
well-being, her courage, strong values and beliefs
saw her through life’s ups and downs. She was
known to say, “I’m a tough Norwegian!”

She is survived by three children, Michael (Miriam)
of Alexandria, James (Kay) of Mankato and Daniel
(Lisa) of Brookings, SD.; nine grandchildren and
eight great-grandchildren, besides several beloved
nieces and nephews.

Gladys was preceded in death by her husband, Clyde
Svobodny; her parents; two sisters, Mildred Brandt
and Beatrice Frankus; one brother, Gerald Alvig;
one daughter, Mary Aistrup; a son-in-law, James
Curtis and several in-laws.

Gladys’ mother was very active in the Hardangerlag
and Gladys attended the stevnes with her mother for
many years. Janet Brandt, the Vestlandslag secre-
tary, is a niece of Gladys.

New Editor Needed

After nine years of being the editor for
Vestlandet, I am stepping down as the
editor after the spring 2026 issue. So
Vestlandslag will need someone new as
the editor. Please get in touch with Ann
Romo if you are interested.

Thank you!

Brit Eddy
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LAG PRESIDENTS AND GENEALOGISTS

HARDANGERLAG

Donald Teigen, 7250 Lewis Ridge Pkwy, Apt 217, Edina,
MN, 55439; 952.451.3181; dteigen99@comcast.net
Genealogists Stephanie Benoit, 1619 Linda Mar Blvd, Pacifica, CA
94044; Bolster3@aol.com

Susan Eckert, 301 S 2nd Ave, Brandon, SD 57005
605.582.7288, sueeckertl@gmail.com

President

MORE 0G ROMSDALSLAG

Peter Lee, 839 Cornwallis Cr, Eagan, MN 55123
vestlandslagmembership@gmail.com
Genealogist Mary Hand (contact lag president for new inquiries)

President

NORDHORDLAND / SUNNHORDLANDSLAG

Betty Hagen, 310 Western Ave N, Brooten, MN 56316;
320.346.2594 hagenbet@gmail.com
Genealogist for Nordhordland:
Betty Hagen (above)
Genealogist for Sunnhordland:
Denny Kalvig, 6600 Lyndale Ave S Apt 302
Richfield, MN 55423, 612.412.6101,
uffdanorskeman@gmail.com

President

ROGALANDSLAG

Jill Hanson, 321 3rd St SE, Melrose MN, 56352
507.525.0971, jillhanson65@gmail.com
Genealogist Sue Eckert 301 S 2nd Ave, Brandon, SD 57005
sueeckertl@gmail.com, 605.582.7288

President

SOGNALAG

President Judy Ghastin, 5810 N Meade St, Appleton, WI 54913

judy62ghastin@gmail.com

Genealogist Denny Kalvig, 6600 Lyndale Ave S Apt 302
Richfield, MN 55423, 612.412.6101,

uffdanorskeman@gmail.com

SUNNFJORDLAG

President Tamra Foster, 4556 44th Ave S, Minneapolis, MN
55406-4012; 612.724.1602 sunnfjordgen@comcast.net

Genealogists Tom Standal, 1340 Unity Ave S, Golden Valley, MN
55422 tjstandal@gmail.com
Tamra Foster (above)

VOSSELAG

President David Christ, gammelgeit@gmail.com

Genealogists Vivian White, 48-7610 Evans Rd, Sardis, BC V2R2Y8
Canada; vivian.white@telus.net, 604.858.6510
Ruth Christ, 1335 Emily Ct, Iowa City, IA 52246-4148;
319.351.7717 rthmchrst@gmail.com
Jean Marthaler, 139 7th Ave SE, St. Joseph, MN 56374,
320.363.7949, marwendt@charter.net

Tamra Foster has been working on a new banner and
logo for the Vestlandslag. It has gone through sever-
al revisions. What we are showing here is the fall
2025 versions.

The goal is to have all the bygdelags represented,
along with the three fylkeskommuner or counties
represented by the Vestlandslag.

The motto chosen is “Where the Fjords Flow and
Family History Grows.”

The proposed logo makes use of the fylkeskommune
or county coat of arms for the Mere og Romsdal,
Vestland, and Rogaland.
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Language Camp Scholarship

The choice of camp may be resident or day camp as

To promote and preserve Norwegian culture in present long as Norwegian language and culture are the main
and future generations, Vestlandslag offers a scholar- ~ focus. Established camps: Masse Moro, Fall Creek,
ship to help a student attend a Norwegian language WI (https://www.massemoro.org), Skogfjorden near

camp.

Bemidji, MN
(http:www.concordialanguagevillages.org), and Nor-

Two scholarships will be awarded for 2026. The stu- ~ Wegian Ridge Language and Culture Camp in Spring
dent must be between 10 and 18 years of age and have Grove, MN (http://norwegianridge.org), are examples
a parent, grandparent, or great-grandparent who isa  0f such camps.

member in good standing in Vestlandslag. ‘ ‘
(Membership valid through 2026) After attending Norwegian language camp, the student

is asked to share their camp experience with

The scholarship offered will pay up to half the fee of ~ Vestlandslag with an essay or an interview for an arti-
the camp, but not to exceed $200. cle with photo in the newsletter. The student is also

welcome to give a personal appearance or video at the

The student should describe their personal interest in ~ stevne (if timing is appropriate).

Norwegian culture, tell what they hope to learn at

camp and describe any previous Norwegian language QueStiOnS? Contact Judy Ghastin @ 920.450.3584 or
camp experience via a short essay. Judy62ghastin@gmail.com.

Applicant Name

LANGUAGE CAMP SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION

Date of Birth / /

Street

City

State Zip

Phone

e-mail

Parents Name

Street

City

State Zip

Phone

e-mail

Name of Sponsor

Relationship

Street

City

State Zip

Phone

e-mail

Sponsor’s lag membership:

Language Camp:

UHardangerlag UNordhordlandslag Rogalandslag Mere og Romsdalslag
USognalag USunnfjordlag WSunnhordlandslag WUVosselag

Dates / 12026— / /2026

Contact

Street

City

State Zip

Phone

e-mail

Cost: $

Camp Registration Deadline: / /2026

On a separate sheet of paper tell us about your interest in Norwegian language and culture. What experience have you
had previously attending language camp? What do you hope to learn from attending camp this summer?

Mail your application by April 1,2026 to  Judy Ghastin
718 Bruce Ct,
Madison, WI 53705
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%Mﬂ% %/z:

Nine years ago, Ann Romo asked me to be the editor
of Vestlandet. It has been an interesting undertaking.
But, the time has come for me to step down and let
someone else take on the job. I plan on doing the
spring issue, and then turn the newsletter over to a
new editor for the summer issue that comes out after
the stevne.

I am looking forward to seeing many of you at the
next stevne and also to exploring Red Wing. The bus

tours have always been interesting as I love learning
about the area where the stevne is held. Red Wing
has such a rich and interesting history.

In the meantime, stay warm. I am writing this when

the temperatures are very low, but dreaming of
spring and summer helps chase the winter blues

away.
Becte Hsloen
Brit Edity

MEMBERSHIP FORM Date
Name(s)
Street
City State
Phone e-mail

Type of Membership (check as appropriate) UNew WRenewal Change of Address WUnder 50 Promo

How did you learn about Vestlandslag?

We do not share or sell our mailing list.  UBrochure

Norwegian district(s) of interest: 1 Hardanger

U Sogn
Membership Fee Schedule:

1 year for a couple

Outside the USA:

Under 50 Promotion

WPersonal Contact

O Nordhordland
U Sunnfjord

1 year for an individual
3 years for an individual

OWebpage
QOther

WNorwegian Organization

O Rogaland
O Sunnhordland QVoss

UMoere og Romsdal

$12.00
$35.00

$37.00

Outside the USA: (e-mail version same price as USA)

3 years (electronic newsletter only) - FREE (Email address required)

Annual dues run from Jan. 1 to Dec. 31. New members joining at a stevne will receive 2 years first-time membership.
Note: Checking multiple lags will not increase your membership fee.

Make checks payable to VESTLANDSLAGET
and send to:

Vestlandslag Membership

Judy Ghastin
718 Bruce Ct.

Madison, WI 53705

For any questions, including about electronic payment options, please email

L |
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
$13.00 :
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

membership@vestlandslag.org
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1
1
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1
1
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1
1
: 3 years for a couple
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1
1
1
1
1
1
1
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1
1
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Return Service Requested

Membership Renewal: Check your address label. If 2025 or earlier, it is time to renew.

Find us on the Web:

The Vestlandslag website is now up, but still under
constructions: vestlandslag.org

http://fellesraad.com/hardanger/index.htm

http://www.moreogromsdallag.org/

http://sognalag.org

http://www.vosselag.org/
http://fellesraad.com/sunnfjord/index.htm
http://fellesraad.com/

Find us on FaceBook:

Vestlandslag, Hardangerlag, Rogalandslag, Sognalag,
and Vosselag

News Submissions
Send to:
Brit Eddy at newsletter@vestlandslag.org
213 E 7th Street, Cresco, IA 52136

Deadlines: January 15

March 15

July 15
October 15

VESTLANDET is a quarterly publication by Vestlandslaget, a
non-profit organization and the umbrella organization for 8
lags with roots to the west coast of Norway. Membership in
the Vestlandslag includes the subscription to the Vestlandet
Newsletter.

Copyright 2026 by Vestlandslag

| Attention!

Check your mailing label for your current pald
through date. Is it time to renew?

6tevne 202

First Covenant Church
Red Wing, MN
June 10, 11, 12, 2026
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